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EMIL SCHURER 



PROFESSOR CARL CLEMEN, PH.D. 
The University of Bonn, Bonn, Germany 



German scientific theology has sustained several very severe 
losses these last three years. In 1908, besides two young professors 
of Old Testament theology, Bruno Baentsch of Jena, and Justus 
Koberle of Rostock, Otto Pfleiderer of Berlin died, a scholar of 
comprehensiveness rather unusual in our days, who, by his books 
and repeated visits to America, was perhaps as well known in this 
country as in his fatherland. In 1909 within a single month the 
faculty of Heidelberg University lost three members of the depart- 
ment of theology, Adolf Hausrath, the church historian and New 
Testament scholar, Adalbert Merx, the orientalist and Old Testa- 
ment scholar (who during these last years had cultivated the study 
of the New Testament, also), and Heinrich Bassermann, author 
of an excellent book on homiletics and professor of practical theology. 
At the same time Adolph Kamphausen passed away, one of the 
oldest members of the faculty of Bonn University; but he had dis- 
continued his lectures on Old Testament theology some years since. 
Finally, in the spring of this year the heads of the Old and New 
Testament Departments at Halle University, Erich Haupt and 
Emil Kautzsch, laid aside their work, and a week before the last 
mentioned died his old friend and colleague, Emil Schlirer of 
Gottingen, had gone to his rest. It is concerning him that, at the 
request of the editors of this journal, I am to say a few words. 

Having met Professor Schiirer only once or twice, I can say 
little about his personality. Nor have I succeeded in getting many 
more particulars about his life than are to be found in the usual 
books of reference. In this respect, therefore, I must confine my- 
self to the main points, and shall lay the most stress upon Dr. 
Schiirer's services to scientific theology, which, I suppose, will be 
of greater interest to the readers of the Biblical World than the 
details of his life. 
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Emil Schiirer was born May 2, 1844, in Augsburg in Bavaria, 
where his father was a merchant. He studied theology in Erlangen, 
Berlin, and Heidelberg, and took his degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
in Leipzig in 1868. His thesis bore upon a subject to which he 
did not return in after-days; it was entitled "Schleiermacher's 
Idea of Religion, and Its Philosophical Suppositions.'' The paper, 
on the other hand, which in the following year he wrote for his 
degree of Licentiate of Theology, was on the '^ Easter Controversy" 
of the second century. As the law required at that time, it was 
written in Latin; an extract in German was published in 1870, 
however, in the Zeitschrift fur historische Theologie. A year previous 
Dr. Schiirer had established himself as Privatdocent in Leipzig, 
and in 1873 he was appointed Associate Professor. In 1878 he 
was called to Giessen, where at that time there were only fifteen 
students of theology. Together with Drs. Gottschick, Harnack, 
Kattenbusch, and Stade, who were either already there or were 
later called, he helped to bring about a very remarkable increase 
in students. In 1890 he went to Kiel, in 1895 to Gottingen, and 
there he remained until his death. In 1877 he had been made 
Doctor of Theology, in 1902 he was elected Pro-Rector of Gottingen 
University, and in 1908 he received the title of Geheimer Konsisto- 
rialrat. 

The history of the ancient church, from which the subject of 
Dr. Schtirer's last-mentioned paper was taken, was studied by 
him in after-years, too. In the second volume of the Zeitschrift 
filr Kirchengeschichte he published an article on "Julius Africanus 
as Authority for the Pseudo- Justinian Work Entitled Cohortatio 
ad Graecos,'' in which he proved that this work could not have 
been written by Justin himself. 

But I have not the time to mention all these shorter publica- 
tions of Schtirer's. Some of his results have not stood the test 
of time; what he said in the Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche Theo- 
logie for 1876, in the Protestantische Jahrbucher for 1892, and in 
the Theologische Abhandlungen, dedicated to Dr. Weizsacker, about 
Luke's relation to Josephus, about the meaning of Galatia in the 
address of Paul's Galatians, and about the prophetess Jezebel 
in Rev. 2:20, has not proved tenable; but his other articles were 
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very valuable contributions to the interpretation of the Jewish 
and oldest Christian literature. 

One problem should be mentioned to which Dr. Schlirer 
paid peculiar attention. His paper on the ''Easter Controversy/^ 
referred to above, bore at the same time upon the origin of the 
Johannine writings, and to this question Dr. Schurer returned 
once more ten years later. In 1899, at a theological conference 
held in Giessen, he delivered an address on the present status of 
the Johannine question, which marked an epoch in the history of 
this much-vexed problem. He gave a succinct but very compre- 
hensive and clear account of it, distinguishing in it these two prob- 
lems: What relation does the Fourth Gospel bear to the Synop- 
tists ? and what to the apostle John ? It is true, there have sprung 
up some other Johannine problems during the last few years, e.g., 
the question: Was John ever in Ephesus, and. Is the Fourth 
Gospel a unity? etc; but the older questions with which Dr. Schurer 
had to do have indeed been answered by most later scholars, and 
must be answered, in the same way as he answered them, or at 
least in a way somewhat similar. More than other contributions 
of his, this paper has influenced the English-speaking world as well 
as Germany: it was worked over for the Contemporary Review of 
1 89 1 (Vol. LX), and called forth two answers from Professor WilUam 
Sanday and Rev. W. W. Peyton, which appeared in the following 
two numbers of the same periodical. 

Some other papers of Schlirer's were preliminary studies for, 
or addresses based upon, his main work, by which he is best known 
in all countries where a scientific theology exists. This work is 
his History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ. 
In 1873 there appeared the first edition of this book in one volume 
of about 700 pages; in the third and fourth editions, this one vol- 
ume had extended to three, and the 700 pages to more than 2,100. 
The general outline of all these editions remained the same, two 
sections having been added in the second one. Dr. Schurer could 
not make up his mind to arrange his book otherwise or to take 
up certain other questions which are as important and interest- 
ing, but which he had not included in the first draft. In this 
respect, therefore, his work must be supplemented by other similar 
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books, especially by Oskar Holtzmann's Neutestamentliche Zeit- 
geschichte and Wilhelm Bousset's Religion des Judentums im neu- 
testamentlichen Zeitalter. Moreover, Dr. Schlirer was sometimes a 
little too conservative in his judgment on particular questions; 
but in all these cases he enabled the reader to decide for himself 
by bringing before him the whole literature on the subject in ques- 
tion. In this respect simply nothing has escaped his eagle eye; 
even the most hidden remarks on a problem have been detected 
by him and entered in his book. Dr. Harnack says in his obituary 
published in the Theologische Literaturzeitung : 

Dr. Schiirer has produced a work which has no parallel in any other 
science; for no other science has such a perfect and indispensable standard 
work as Schiirer 's book is for the history of the Jewish people in the time of 
Christ. Only it has had, and will have, to be brought up to date from time to 
time, and who shall do that after the author's death ? 

The second edition has also been translated into English, and at 
least three portions of it into Dutch. 

I just mentioned the Theologische Literaturzeitung; by its founda- 
tion and management. Dr. Schiirer, together with Dr. Harnack, 
has deserved as well of theology as by his great work on the Jewish 
people. It is true on a few occasions there have appeared even 
here unfair criticisms of theological books; but Dr. Schiirer him- 
self, who in the first five years and ever since 1888 was the editor 
of the journal, always, as Dr. Harnack also has of course done, has 
tried to do justice to all authors, even if he could not fall in with 
their theological standpoint. By this fairness of his judgment 
he has exercised an excellent influence on theological production 
in Germany and abroad; what had been appreciated by the Theo- 
logische Literaturzeitung could be considered as good indeed. The 
same impression of absolute fairness was made by Dr. Schlirer's 
personality upon everybody who met him; notwithstanding the 
inflexibility of his opinions he was a truly tolerant, kind-hearted 
man. Have, Candida anima! 



